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Composer and inventor Tod 
Machover has created innovative 
music technology for everyone 
from Yo Yo Ma to Prince, as well as 
the technology behind Guitar Hero 
and Rock Band. He is also the head 
of the Opera of the Future group at 
MIT’s media lab. Ada Brunstein sits 
down with him to discuss his latest 
creation, Death and the Powers – a 
high-tech opera featuring singing 
robots and musical chandeliers

What is Death and the Powers  
all about?

How did the project begin?

Singing the body electric
Emotion-reading technology gives Tod Machover ’s opera an animatronic stage with heart

How did you accomplish that?

So who is the character: a person 
or the technology?

What are you working on next?

 

“The actor’s emotional state 
is infused into the stage  
through lighting, images, 
sound and robotics”

PROFILE
Tod Machover is director of the 
Hyperinstruments and Opera of the 
Future groups at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology’s Media Lab. 
He is also a visiting professor at the 
Royal Academy of Music in London
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Can a robotic chandelier capture  
the subtleties of human emotion?


